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R 221055Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3465 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMCONSUL ASMARA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 0262 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SU, SO, ET 

SUBJECT: OSCLF STATEMENT ON DJIBOUTI 

REF: KHARTOUM 0187 (NOTAL) 

1 . SAHAFA JANUARY 22 GIVES PROMINENT FRONT PAGE COVERAGE 
TO REPORTED PRESS INTERVIEW BY TAHIR ALI 
WAEISI, DESCRIBED AS PRESIDENT OF OCCUPIED SOMALI COAST 
LIBERATION FRONT (OSCLF) WHO ANNOUNCED THAT COMMITTEE 
FORMED OF REPS FROM KUWAIT, ALGERIA, LIBYA AND JORDAN 
TO NEGOTIATE WITH FRENCH GOVERNMENT ON INDEPENDENCE OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 00262 221125Z 

DJIBOUTI. HE SAID COMMITTEE WAS FORMED AS RESULT CONTACT 
HELD BY OSCLF WITH ARAB LEAGUE. WAEISI DEMANDED THAT 
INDEPENDENCE TALKS PROPOSED BY FRANCE SHOULD BE IN NEUTRAL COUNTRY 
AND NOT IN PARIS. HE ALSO ASKED FOR RELEASE OF 5,000 POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN DJIBOUTI, RETURN OF 4,000 CITIZENS IN EXILE, 

AND LIFTING OF SEIGE ON DJIBOUTI AS CONDITIONS FOR 
STARTING INDPENDENCE TALKS. HE SPOKE OF ISRAELI-ETHIOPIAN 
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PRESENCE IN REGION AND DEPLORED APPROVAL OF FRENCH 
AUTHORITIES TO ISRAELI USE OF DJIBOUTI HARBOR. HE ALSO 
DEPLORED AMBITIONS OF ETHIOPIA IN REGION AND 
EFFORTS TO DISUNITE PEOPLE OF SOMALI COAST. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST PROMINENT MENTION WE CAN RECALL 
IN GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED PRESS HERE OF SOMALI VIEWS ON 
DJIBOUTI QUESTION. STATEMENT APPEARS CONCURRENTLY WITH 
VISCM OF GSDR SECURITY CHIEF (REFTEL) WHO CARRIED MESSAGE 
FROM SIAD BARRE TO NIMEIRI AND WHO PUBLICILY CRITICIZED 
ETHIOPIAN ATTITUDE VIS-A-VIS SUDAN ON JAN 21 (ADDIS 357 NOTAL). 

WE CONCLUDE GOS AND GSDR LIKELY COOPERATE MORE CLOSELY NOW 
THAN IN PAST AS EACH, FOR SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT REASONS, IS 
PRESENTLY ANTAGONISTIC TO ETHIOPIAN REGIME. MOREOVER, AS 
NIMEIRI TOLD AMBASSADOR JAN 18, GSDR BECOMING SUSPICIOUS 
OF MOSCOW'S RELATIONSHIP WITH EPMG AND SUDANESE LEADER 
WISHES WEAN SOMALIS AWAY FROM SOVIET INFLUENCE. WE 
UNDERSTAND NIMEIRI IS ALSO SEEKING ENTICE SOMALIS BY 
ARGUING HE CAN HELP END THEIR ISOLATION FROM ARABS 
GENERALLY. BREWER 
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